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The first English language biography on Soeur Sourire, the Singing Nun will be released on March 5, 2005 by PublishAmerica. Written by D.A. Chadwick with Florence Delaporte
20th Anniversary of The Singing Nun's Tragic Death.

(Frederick, MD) January 1, 2005 -- On March 29, 1985 Jeannine Deckers ended her own life along with her lifetime companion, Annie Pécher in their apartment in Wavre, Belgium.

Deckers was known to the world as Soeur Sourire or The Singing Nun whose hit "Dominique" topped the music charts in 1963. She left the Dominican order in 1966 to embark on a religious vocation in the laity, which promoted Philips Studios to cancel her music contract.

After years of failures, drug and alcohol addictions, struggles with her sexuality and the symptoms of bipolar disorder, Deckers took her own life believing that she had failed in her mission. Millions still remember the smiling nun who charmed their hearts in the 1960s and took the number one slot from the song, "Louie, Louie." 

It was the wish of Jeannine Deckers that her unpublished journals be used to tell the true story of her life. The movie made by MGM in 1966, "The Singing Nun", was fictionalized and bore little resemble to the real life of Deckers and Fichermont convent. 

D.A. Chadwick and Florence Delaporte have devoted a combined eight years of research into the elusive life of Jeannine Deckers. Delaporte is the author of the only other biography in print, Brûlée aux feux de la ramp published by Plon, Paris 1996.

Now available for preorder from Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble

 http://www.thebelgiansingingnun.com
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La première biographie d'anglais sur Soeur Sourire, la nonne chanteuse sera libérée mars 5, 2005 par PublishAmerica. Écrit par D.A. Chadwick avec Florence Delaporte 
20ème Anniversaire de la mort tragique de la nonne chanteuse.

(Frederick, MD) janvier 1, 2005 -- mars 29, 1985 Jeannine Deckers ont fini sa propre vie avec son compagnon de vie, Annie Pécher en leur appartement dans Wavre, Belgique.

Deckers ont été connus au monde comme Soeur Sourire ou la nonne chanteuse dont le coup "Dominique" a complété la musique dresse une carte en 1963. Elle a laissé l'ordre dominicain en 1966 pour s'embarquer sur une vocation religieuse dans les laïcs, qui ont favorisé des studios de Philips pour décommander son contrat de musique.

Après des années des échecs, les penchants de drogue et d'alcool, les luttes avec sa sexualité et les symptômes du désordre bipolaire, Deckers l'ont prise possèdent la vie croyant qu'elle avait échoué dans sa mission. Les millions se rappellent toujours la nonne de sourire qui a charmé leurs coeurs dans les années 60 et a pris au numéro une fente de la chanson, "Louie, Louie." 

C'était le souhait de Jeannine Deckers que ses journaux non publiés soient employé pour indiquer à l'histoire vraie de sa vie. Le film fait près MGM en 1966, "la nonne chanteuse", a été romancée et l'alésage peu ressemblent à la vraie vie du Deckers et de couvent de Fichermont  

D.A.Chadwick et Florence Delaporte ont consacré des huit années combinées de recherche dans la vie évasive Jeannine Deckers. Delaporte est l'auteur du seul l'autre biographie dans la copie, Brûlée feux de la ramp aux. Édité par Plon, Paris 1996.
Maintenant disponible pour preorder d'Amazon.com et Barnes et noble 
http://www.thebelgiansingingnun.com 

Synopsis

After a bleak childhood void of love and affection, and a brief, unsuccessful bout as a teacher, Jeannine Deckers entered the Dominican order at Fichermont convent in Wavre, Belgium in 1959. As Sr. Luc-Gabriel she entertained the other sisters with the songs she had written on her guitar, Sister Adele. The superiors decided that these merry songs could be used in their foreign missions and on October 24, 1961 Sister Luc-Gabriel recorded 'Dominique' at Philips studio in Brussels.
          As Soeur Sourire (Sister Smile) Deckers won the hearts of Europeans and the hearts of Americans as The Singing Nun. But Deckers already harbored doubts about her religious career, believing the monastic life to be outdated and left the order in July 1966.  Philips soon terminated her contract and Deckers found herself without a name and a career as the pseudonym of Sister Smile belonged only to Fichermont convent. 
          Attempts to record music under the name Luc Dominique produced little income as the world did not recognize the artist under this new name. The questionable contract she signed when she left the convent came back to haunt her when the Belgian tax department claimed she owed an enormous amount of back taxes on royalties earned from Dominique. Already plagued by drug and alcohol addictions, depression and sexual confusion, Deckers begins a downward spiral that will end with her suicide on March 29, 1985 along with her friend of twenty-five years, Annie Pécher.
"....it reads very well--such 
good research and such passion for the subject! "  Donna Woolfolk Cross, author of Pope Joan
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Author Biographies

D.A. Chadwick is a freelance writer living in the Midwest, USA.  She is the author of five other books.
Ms. Chadwick has studied history and criminal justice and has worked in law enforcement.  She currently translates French and German to English and works in the security division of an oil refinery.
Florence Delaporte is the author of four previous books and the winner of the Weplar Prize for 1998.   She resides in France where is currently the Director for Cultural Affairs at the Limoges Public Library.
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Jeannine Deckers on the Belgian coast.  Photo from book.
For more information contact; PublishAmerica  P.O. Box 151  Frederick, MD 21705  (301) 695-1707
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For Review Copies of the book contact;
support@publishamerica.com
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Jeannine Deckers circa 1980
[image: image4.png]



Deckers in her Wavre apartment on her 47th birthday.
